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The air quality in the West Marin 
School gymnasium falls into the poor-
est category, according to a preliminary 
test last month. The test was requested 
by school officials prior to the Wallace 
Stegner conference, in response to com-
munity concern and scattered complaints 
of dizziness, headaches and nausea from 
adults who spent time in the gym.

“This is the first time that we’ve heard 
of complaints, and we got on it right 
away,” said Stephen Rosenthal, superin-

Carbon emissions are a simple equa-
tion: nearly half of the carbon dioxide 
pumped into the Bay Area’s atmosphere 
comes from driving. And in general, the 
more remote your home is, the more you 
drive. 

“We in West Marin are enormously 
privileged to live in this relatively pris-
tine place,” said Liza Crosse, aide to 
Marin County Supervisor Steve Kinsey, 
who lives in Woodacre. “But in effect we 
consume more because we’re so heavily 
reliant on goods and services that come 

from far away.”
Overall, Marin County residents have 

one of the largest “ecological footprints,” 
meaning total number of acres that it 
takes to provide the natural resources 
used per person per year. 

We would each need an average of 27 
acres to support our lifestyle, according 
to the Marin Countywide Plan (CWP). 
The average footprint in the United 
States is 24 acres, and the world aver-
age is 5.5 acres. Given the current global 
population, the plan says, there are only 
4.5 acres actually available to sustainably 
support each person. 

Since sharpshooters arrived in the Point 
Reyes National Seashore last summer they 
have culled nearly one thousand fallow and 
axis deer. Friends of the White Deer, a small 
group of deer advocates based in Dogtown, 
have pleaded with the park to halt the con-
tract with White Buffalo, Inc., the wildlife 
management organization hired to do the 
job. They hope that the remaining roughly 
200 animals will be left alive. 

With culling slated to continue next 
month, FWD has ramped up their campaign, 
targeting all groups related to the project. 

“We’re going in as many directions as we 
discover and have people and time to go,” 
said Richard Kirschman, FWD leader. “I’m 
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es on the fringes of the county – such as 
Point Reyes Station and Inverness.

“In many of those communities, espe-
cially those that are shown on the map 
in red, walking and biking are just not an 
option because the they were built almost 
exclusively for the automobile,” Riviere 
said. “Changing land use is a big part of 
the solution to climate change, but a lot 
of people don’t talk about it because it’s 
put into the ‘too hard’ category.”

Today, land use controls have limited 
increases in local housing; but because 
the jobs are here, workers are forced to 
live elsewhere and commute to work. 
And by 2035, the area is projected to grow 
by 1.8 million jobs and 2 million people – 
which translates into a housing need of 
about 700,000 new units.

“The central valley is already a sprawl-
ing mass of single family homes for people 
who are working in the Bay Area,” Riviere 
said. “It’s a release valve for us, because we 
aren’t producing enough housing. That’s 
not a sustainable way to grow. 

If each community could envision add-
ing housing to an underutilized retail area 
or a vacant parcel, that would go a long way 
towards helping the need, she said. 

didn’t even ask us about shooting because 
Mr. Neubacher knows we don’t allow 
guns,” he said.

Critics of the deer plan worry that radio 
collars are used to locate deer for culling and 
that Neubacher has lied to Vedanta about 
what’s occurring on their property.

“I have to assume he is an honest guy,” 
said Carte, “unless he does something that 
comes to my attention and I realize he’s not 
leveling with me.”

Vedanta brought the property in 1947. 
During the 1960s the park bought up 
neighboring ranches but the retreat was 
allowed to keep their land as long as they 
continued to use it for religious purposes. 
Vedanta and the park have coexisted in a 
relationship characterized by not wanting 
to step on toes.

“They haven’t intimidated us but certain-
ly the U.S government and the park service 
is more powerful than we are,” said Carte.

“We’re sorry that were caught up in it,” 
added Carte, “but we think our first objec-
tive is to make sure the retreat is there for 
our generation and future generations.” 

Another approach by FWD has been to 
demonize and delegitimize White Buffalo. 
“It didn’t bother me when ranchers shot 
deer,” said Kirschman. “Ranchers are bet-
ter shots and they don’t leave dying animals 
around because they are looking to eat. They 
go out, bring meat back and have a freezer 
full and make nice sausages.”

Kirschman has filed a complaint to the 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) questioning 
White Buffalo’s nonprofit status.  

“Why isn’t this group listed as an exter-
mination company like ones that go after 
cockroaches and ants?” said Kirschman.

FWD also consulted animal rights law-
yers at Berkeley but were told that as long 
as the government went through the steps 
of the environmental review process, which 

“It replaces the consumer compo-
nent where you’re purchasing something 
brand new,” said organizer Madeline 
Hope. “It also reduces the vehicle trips 
that individuals make to the landfill and 
to stores over the hill.”

A number of other local organizations 
and forums, such as Think Local and 
Peak Everything, are focusing on ways to 
disconnect West Marin from the global 
chain of commerce.

Think Local, which encourages peo-
ple to shop in West Marin, plans to sur-
vey local businesses and individuals this 
summer looking for ways to increase lo-
cal transactions.

Steve Costa of Point Reyes Books 
and Think Local said one area that can 
be improved is in business-to-business  
purchases.

“We have this incredible range of 
growers that are producing fruits and 
vegetables, but I don’t think we’ve done 
a good job at connecting them with lo-
cal bed and breakfasts,” Costa said by 
way of example. “They can buy their 
fruit seasonally instead of going over to 
Costco and buying their strawberries all  
year round.”

the banners. One read “National Park Ser-
vice = Genocide” and another stated “Si-
lence is complicity when a Holocaust sur-
rounds us.”

“I think it minimizes those terms,” said 
Livingston. “It doesn’t help anybody and 
their cause to use language like this; the 
dialogues over our latest controversies have 
just gotten totally out of hand.” 

Friday afternoon before the banners 
were down several folks congregated 
around the display. “This stopped me in my 
tracks,” said one East Marin resident. 

A father and son inspected the wall, 
slightly shocked, and a burly man in a greased 
work shirt with a toothpick between his lips 
scanned the display with the jaded approval 
of a seasoned cynic. 

“We bring ‘em here, we hunt ‘em, now 
we want to destroy them,” he said. “We’ve 
messed everything up.”

“Do you think the deer should be elimi-
nated?” I asked him.

“No,” he said, “I think we should  
be eliminated.”

 The Bay Area produces three times 
more carbon dioxide than the world aver-
age, said Christy Riviere, a senior planner 
with the Association of Bay Area Govern-
ments, which is researching methods to 
reduce atmospheric carbon. 

For now, transportation emissions 
in Marin have been trending up, rather 
than down, according to Dawn Weiss, the 
principal planner with the Marin County 
Community Development Agency. 

One way to minimize consumption is 
to drive less. 

Overall, changing land use and pat-
terns of development will help minimize 
pollution. Although it’s counter to the 
environmental aesthetic, density of de-
velopment – building up, rather than out 
– is key to sustainability. 

Highly developed areas that have ac-
cessible public transportation systems, 
such as San Francisco and Berkeley, have 
dramatically lower emissions than plac-

trying to make trouble for [White Buffalo].”
One tactic has been to focus on the Ve-

danta Society, which has a 2,000-acre re-
treat center in Olema. Vedanta agreed to 
let White Buffalo issue contraceptives to 
deer on their property, but did not sanc-
tion any killing.

“As far as we’re concerned, if you assist 
in any part of a program the goal of which 
is to kill all the animals, you are complicit,” 
said Kirschman.

Estol Carte, President of the Vedanta So-
ciety of Northern California, said the suffer-
ing the animals experience when corralled 
and collared was considered in context of 
the benefits such research could provide. 

“That was traumatic for the wild ani-
mals,” said Carte, “we realize that.”

Vedanta has always allowed research 
on their property. Both the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey and Stanford University dug 
large trenches while researching earth-
quakes, and Audubon occasionally performs  
bird surveys there. 

“We’re open to that kind of investiga-
tive activity on the property as long as it 
doesn’t seem intrusive,” said Carte. “We’re 
not anti-progress.”

White Buffalo’s work on the property 
now entails collecting fecal samples from 
the 40 deer that were given contraceptives. 
This means using radio collars to locate deer 
and visual collars to indicate if deer are with 
calves or not. “What we’ve been told is this 
is part of the follow up study,” said Carte.

Despite rumors that hunting has oc-
curred on the property, Carte says this 
was never part of their agreement. “They 

“Unless you stop creating jobs or stop 
giving birth, then we are going to contin-
ue to grow,” Riviere said. 

Local solutions
Changing future development is one task; 

changing the way that we live is another.
“Its very hard to make the mind shift,” 

said Crosse. “We’ve all lived our lives 
dependant on vehicles, but if there sud-
denly weren’t any more, we’d be a lot  
more innovative.”

While none of us are likely to move into 
the heart of an urban area to reduce our 
carbon emissions, there are some things 
that can be done, she said. Making a per-
sonal commitment to get out of cars is the 
first. Buying local, living in a small home, 
and using solar energy all help. Simply con-
suming less stuff is another step.

The fourteenth annual Recycle Circus 
coming up in Point Reyes Station this Sun-
day is another innovative local solution to 
get people driving less and consuming less. 
People from the community are invited to 
bring their re-useable stuff to the Dance 
Palace for a free exchange: leave anything 
you don’t need, take anything that you do.

they did, FWD had no case. The group 
sought support from Senators Dianne Fein-
stein, Barbara Boxer and Speaker of the 
House Nancy Pelosi, but so far none of the 
congresswomen have replied. 

Without action from afar the tactics em-
ployed have been more grassroots. 

Last Friday at 3:30 a.m., four FWD wom-
en convened outside the Grandi Building in 
downtown Point Reyes Station. The women 
spent over an hour canvassing the side of the 
building with photos, fliers and newspaper 
clips detailing what they regard as injustices 
and cruelties inflicted on the deer.

“A very heavy toll has been taken on this 
community,” read one sign. “We wish the 
park would have shown us some respect 
and considered our feelings about these in-
nocent, majestic animals.”

Earlier this week most of the display re-
mained, but Grandi manager Marshall Liv-
ingston had removed the banners.

 “I think it’s a good place to post ideas,” he 
said, “but I don’t like banners up there.” 

He also disagreed with the language on 
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The Grandi Building is plastered with fliers denouncing the Point Reyes Na-
tional Seashore’s non-native deer management plan. Photo by Justin Nobel. 


